Notes of a meeting of the Justice & Peace Group
held in PNL Meeting Room and online
on Wednesday 13 May 2026
 Present: Jane Manfield  (JM);   Mary Barrett (MB),  John Barrett(MJB);  Geraldine Sharpe(GS);  Mike Leggett (ML);  Nicki Murphy
Online:  Alan Berridge  (AB);  Vivienne O’Byrne (VOB);    Cecilia Cameron (CC);  Mary Hickman (MH);  
Apologies:   John Manfield (AJM) ;  Janet Franklin (JF)
The meeting opened with a prayer from the Columban Fathers
Matters from the last meeting:  Nicki Murphy is attending this meeting
Parish Charity:  St Catherine’s visit – this was successful, with around 15 parishioners attending a tour and presentation at the hospice.  JM suggests this could be repeated next year.
Plant Sale:  £601.46 was raised.  £57 from the QR code.  All Masses were covered with an excellent response from parishioners.  More flowering plants and vegetables could be grown for next time.
Midnight Walk.  6 June.  JM, MB and a number of other parishioners are taking part.  JM will continue to promote it in the Newsletter.  Reigate Beerfest is supporting the Hospice .
Parish Lunch 10 May:  This was attended by around 90 members of the Parish.  The J & P group were involved in preparing and serving food, setting up the hall and laying tables, clearing and washing up.  It was well received by all.  JM has made notes for next year including making sure that there is a dish suitable for children.
CAFOD:  Call to Action on Debt.  CAFOD continues its campaign against the global debt crisis.  It follows last summer’s petition involving more than 35,000 standing in solidarity with low income countries.  CAFOD is running a new petition, hopefully to run between May and July.  MB to contact Father Tony to find a suitable weekend to run the petition.  Action MB
J & P Newsletter
The summer edition will be issued in early July.  Articles to include:  St Catherine’s Hospice (JM) ;  CAFOD Debt Campaign (MB);  Refugee Tales walk (JB);  Kindness in Nature Crisis (GS);  Classrooms for Malawi Nicki Murphy;  UCM campaigns (VOB)
Campaign to End Modern Day Slavery
There will be a diocesan meeting of the Anti Modern Day Slavery group on Saturday 4 July at the PNL centre.  Details to follow at the next meeting
Updates:   SVP  - link made with British Red Cross to support vulnerable people leaving hospital;  CND – see ML notes at end of these minutes;  GDWG and Refugee Tales:  AGM on 5 June Crawley, Refugee Tales Walk 8 – 12 July Angmering, Arundel, Bognor Regis, Chichester, Emsworth, Portsmouth – booking open for walkers or evening events.
Classrooms for Malawi
This Scottish charity raises funds for much needed school accommodation in Malawi.  The group has raised £32,000 to build a classroom block and volunteers  will visit the country in June to assist with the construction.  Nicki is joining them.  She is looking to fund raise and a discussion followed as to be best way forward for the J & P to assist in this.  Father Tony is to be consulted.
Nicki is collecting spoons and re-usable bags for girls to carry period products.
Next meeting:  Wednesday 10 June in the PNL centre and online.
Mike’s Report
Kingston Peace Council:
http://kpc.gn.apc.org/   =>  http://kpc.gn.apc.org/justwar.html    article looks at the main tenets of Just War Theory as they relate to the Middle East and our modern arsenals.
http://kpc.gn.apc.org/KPN2026/kpn_May_2026.pdf
Page 2 Right to protest; Page 3 Preserving Palestinian memory since 1948; Page 4 A plea for peace from inside Iran; Page 5 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty under review**; Page 6 Scottish firm link to Iran schoolgirls massacre, Maloni suspends arms to Israel; Page 7 Trump’s 'Board of Peace', Death sentence for Palestinians; Page 8 Diary Dates*
         * https://palestinecampaign.org/events/nakba-78-march-for-palestine-2/
16/05/2026     12:00 pm - 4:00 pm     Exhibition Road, London SW7 2DB
Nakba 78: March for Palestine – United against Tommy Robinson & the far right

CND:
** https://cnduk.org/cnd-on-the-ground-at-the-npt-amplifying-the-peace-movement-when-it-matters-most
From 27 April to 22 May, governments are gathered at the United Nations in New York to assess the state of a treaty that was meant to move the world towards disarmament. Instead, we are confronting a reality in which nuclear-armed states are moving in the opposite direction: expanding arsenals, modernising weapons, and lowering the threshold for use.

The climate & nature crisis: 
https://redhill.thelight.co.uk/the-peoples-emergency-briefing-panel-discussion
The People's Emergency Briefing + discussion    Wed 20/05/26 at 7.30pm

 https://www.nebriefing.org/    This threatens all aspects of British life from national security to food supply, but solutions exist.      The National Emergency Briefing was commissioned to present the latest evidence, and build an irresistible call for the Government to stage a televised emergency briefing, the essential first step towards the WW2-scale response now required.
  Chris Packham CBE echoes Carl Sagan (at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pale_Blue_Dot#Reflections ) 
"That's our home, it's the only one we've got. It’s where all of our species has lived and died, everyone, every single human.      It's where we breathe, it's where we eat, we laugh, we cry, we love, we hate and as far as we know, together with all the other wonderful life on Earth we are the only known life forms in the universe and we've got nowhere else to go."
  https://www.nebriefing.org/open-letter-keir   Open letter calling for a televised emergency briefing   Target: To the Prime Minister and the UK national media heads
  https://www.nebriefing.org/expert-briefings   On 27 November 2025 in Westminster Central Hall, leading experts set out the evidence on the climate and nature crisis in a formal briefing to national decision-makers. These briefings are presented here in full, as part of the public record. Download from here the printable summary of key points (issues and solutions) - one A4 side per speaker as a PDF file*.
     * e.g. on p9 does this sound familiar?  “What concerns me most is not any single crisis. It's crises cascading together. Multiple crises:  food, health, infrastructure, migration, energy, extreme weather etc, all hitting at the same time, eroding trust in government by slow or failed responses... Government systems and institutions risk being overwhelmed, not just strained. The biggest concern is that we're facing the potential of an ungovernable state unless Government takes this seriously.”
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