Notes of a meeting of the Justice & Peace Group
held in PNL Meeting Room and online
on Wednesday 11 February 2026
 Present: Jane Manfield  (JM);   Mary Barrett (MB),  John Barrett(MJB);  Geraldine Sharpe (GS);   Mike Leggett (ML); 
Online:  Alan Berridge  (AB);  Vivienne O’Byrne (VOB);  Janet Franklin (JF);  Cecilia Cameron (CC);  Mary Hickman (MH);  Liz Braines (LB);  Rachel Soland (RS)
Apologies:   John Manfield (AJM) 
The meeting opened with the CAFOD Lent  prayer
Matters from the last meeting:  JM was thanked for organising the Pax Christi prayer cards which were distributed at all Masses
MJB is assessing how the Live Simply Award plaques can be mounted and fixed at all three churches
Ash Wednesday:  The J & P group has been asked if it can provide a soup lunch after 10.0 a.m. Mass on Ash Wednesday.  
Soup makers:  JM:  Butternut Squash;  VOB:  Cheese and Broccoli;  MB:  Leek and Potato.. Gillian Goodridge is to be asked to make a serving. Action JM
MB will provide bread.  
Help needed in the kitchen and to set up tables.  Please arrive by 9.30 
Parish Charity:  1.JM has placed a notice in the Parish Newsletter with an update on current  fundraising or volunteer activity for St Catherine’s Hospice. 2.  A visit to the Hospice is to take place on Wednesday 15 April in the morning.  All group members are invited to bring a friend. 3.  The Annual Plant Sale will take place over the weekend of 18/19 April.  Action JM: Newsletter item to ask parishioners to plant seeds for the sale.
CAFOD Family Fast Day Lent Appeal:  Short Talks after all Masses on weekend of 21/22 February:  5.0 AB;  9.0  JM;  11.0 JM;  5.30 VOB.  Action MB will inform Parish Office and send copies of the talk to all .  The collection takes place on weekend of 28/2 – 1/3.  Please help at back of Church – online donations will be made available.
Campaign Against Modern Day Slavery:  LB is hoping to organise another information session at the Merstham Hub.  MB attended a service, meeting and lecture in Brighton on 8 February, the Feast of St Josephine Bakhita.  The Day was dedicated to Anti-Racism and information on Modern Day Slavery. 
Laudate Sii:  Action 2030 follows the sustainable development goals and seeking for justice through the roots of the God of Gethsemane.
SVP:  New members, support for families at St Joseph’s School.
UCM:  Thanks for support of members at the CAFOD talk.  The group is looking at its new programme for the year
CND:  See ML’s detailed list of activities at the end of these minutes
GDWG and Refugee Tales:  JB’s detained person he visited for nine months has been released.  MB is still visiting the same person.  The annual walk is being promoted, tickets selling well. Urgent request for socks – they need to be new.  Please leave at Holy Family.
Winter Night Shelter:  This is now half way through its planned weekly provision at St Joseph’s.  GS and LB report numbers of clients vary.  A good number have been found accommodation, however more homeless people are arriving.
Other Business:
Nikki Murphy is supporting and visiting a project:  Classrooms for Malawi.  She has asked the J & P Group to support her fundraising:  article in the summer newsletter; support  with fundraising activity
Redhill West Partner Network is active in promoting community activity.  JM suggests we should find our more and see where it can be supported.
The Bereavement Team is holding an evening meeting entitled ‘Are you Prepared?’  4 June 7.0 for 7.30.  Refreshments provided.
The meeting ended with the Lord’s prayer
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Notes from Mike Leggett:
Six week Lent (on-line/in-person) course on Modern slavery:
7.30-9.00pm each Tuesday from 24th February to 31st March. To get the online link (or to register to attend in person at the same times at St John the Evangelist church centre, Earlswood), email rasocialjustice@gmail.com    
  Last year in the UK children made up 25% of victims of modern slavery, as logged by the UK's National
Referral Mechanism - 5,999 children! In response, Chris Elliott (the Southwark Diocese lead on modern
slavery) and Rev Hazel Forecast (Methodist Minister in Redhill) are leading an on-line 6-week course
**Children in the Shadows Revisited**, prepared by the Clewer Initative. If you can't get to your local church
Lent course - or in addition to it - you would be welcome to join us.
Using short films, insight from frontline experts, examples of good practice, reflections arising from Luke
18, and discussion points, each session will explore a different aspect of child exploitation:
* The shocking truth about children & modern slavery in the UK 
* The generational impact: how children of modern slavery victims are affected 
* Behind the Screen: protecting children from online grooming and exploitation 
* 'County lines' in 2026 and how parents can respond  
* Fighting county lines in our schools 
* The global picture: children and modern slavery across the world

Kingston Peace Council:
http://kpc.gn.apc.org/KPN2026/kpn_January_2026.pdf
In This Issue: Happy New War cont’d/ Letter to Starmer   Page 3 Waging war on embryos/Top brass call
for end to arms sales to Israel   Page 4 Gaza compared to Hiroshima/Suicides spike among Israeli troops 
Page 5 The ‘myth’ of tactical nuclear weapons*     Page 6 Israel firm ‘must not train British troops’/ Trump’s Battleships
Page 7 Hunger strike rebuke to UK/Ukraine war COs Page 8 Diary Dates
* https://nucleareducationtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Web-FINAL-011225-NET-TNW-LNW-.pdf
The nuclear weapons issue did not enjoy the same level of engagement worldwide as climate change but it should.
This, a number of speakers agreed, would be a way in which to energise young people to take seriously the issue of nuclear threats, by linking them to the climate emergency.

Greenpeace:
https://action.greenpeace.org.uk/trump-open-letter      Or    https://act.gp/4ro7Kfb
Sign the open letter to tell Starmer to pick a side: billionaire-backed bullies or people and planet.

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/a-landmark-victory-for-our-oceans-the-global-ocean-treaty-comes-to-life/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/a-historic-victory-the-end-of-new-oil-and-gas-exploration-in-the-uk/

CND:
https://cnduk.org/global-citizen-call-for-action-needed-as-doomsday-clock-pushed-closer-to-midnight/
https://cnduk.org/campaigns/global-abolition/
https://cnduk.org/resources/nuclear-power-not-the-answer-to-climate-change/
https://cnduk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/For-Heavens-Sake-Examining-the-UKs-militarisation-of-space.pdf



