Notes of a meeting of the Justice & Peace Group
held in PNL Meeting Room and online
on Wednesday 1 April 2026
 Present: Jane Manfield  (JM);   Mary Barrett (MB),  John Barrett(MJB);  Mike Leggett (ML); 
Online:  Alan Berridge  (AB);  Vivienne O’Byrne (VOB);  Janet Franklin (JF);  Cecilia Cameron (CC);  Mary Hickman (MH);  
Apologies:   John Manfield (AJM) ;  Geraldine Sharpe (GS);  Liz Braines
The meeting opened with a reflection for Holy Week
Matters from the last meeting:  JM was reminded about the Live Simply plaques.
Winter Night Shelter:  Following the volunteer survey, JM reported that there had been some inconsistency with the shift leaders.  JM is happy to share the report.
Parish Charity:  Visit to St Catherine’s Hospice  15 April.  Frankie Goodall is looking forward to welcoming the group from PNL.  Refreshments will be offered.  JM estimates that around 14 -20 parishioners will attend.
Plant Sale:  18/19 April.  This has been promoted in the Newsletter. It is hoped that many plants will be donated.  All Masses that weekend will be covered.  Noted: The tables should be placed in sight of those leaving Church.  JM will ensure there is signage and information about the Parish Charity available on the tables.
Midnight Walk: 6th June Applications are invited for those willing to take part in the Midnight Walk for St Catherine’s.  JM and MB will walk.  Sponsorship will be possible
CAFOD:  The Lent appeals are coming to an end.  No further information on upcoming campaign.
Parish Lunch:  Chilli con Carne and Rice.  One vegetarian option.  Suggested four meat casseroles.:  VOB, MB, JM + 1 other.
JM and MB will provide the rice, cheese and yoghurt
Desert: cake – VOB traybake.  
Updates:  SVP:  backpacks for prisoners project has now finished, new members and new clients.  Support offered for those at local schools.
UCM:  Talk on Medugorje 29 April 7.30 p.m.at the PNL Centre
CND:  See Mike’s notes at the end of these minutes
GDWG:  Refugee Tales Annual Walk 8 – 12 July.  Angmering to Portsmouth.  Booking open for day walkers
AOB:  Classrooms for Malawi:  JM has tried to contact Nicki Murphy.  ML will pass on the message
Next meeting Wednesday 13 May
Some perspectives on the Israel-US-Iran war from KPC and CND:

Kingston Peace Council:   http://kpc.gn.apc.org/
http://kpc.gn.apc.org/KPN2026/kpn_March_2026.pdf      In this Issue:- Page 1-2 US-Israeli strikes on Iran*; What the media won’t tell you.; Nuclear Deterrence: A Personal Moral Decision**.  Page 3 Kingston Peace Council/CND AGM; Appeal for KPN Editor.  Page 4 New Addition to List of Nuclear Near Catastrophes; Lakenheath Alliance for Peace Camp***.  Page 5 CND demonstration at RAF Marham.  Page 6 PSC AGM; PSC Statement on the Israel-US attack on Iran.  Page 7 Residents in Masafer Yatta are on the Brink; Elbit loses.  Page 8 Diary Dates
  * We echo the words of US Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez:
“Violence begets violence. We learned this lesson in Iraq. We learned this lesson in Afghanistan. And we are about to learn it in Iran. Bombs have yet to create enduring democracies in the region and this will be no different. This war is unlawful. It is unnecessary. And it will be catastrophic”.
 ** https://nuclearmorality.com    => https://nuclearmorality.com/interactive-flowchart 
*** https://lakenheathallianceforpeace.org.uk/international-peace-camp-2026         1-6 April.

CND:     https://cnduk.org/     https://cnduk.org/no-war-in-iran/
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/no-war-on-iran-2
https://cnd.eaction.org.uk/StoptheBombingofIran       to lobby MP
https://cnduk.org/events/give-peace-a-chance-demonstration-at-lakenheath           12-3pm Sat 04/04/26 
https://cnduk.org/protestors-target-raf-lakenheath-amid-evidence-of-us-nuclear-weapons-and-role-in-illegal-war-on-iran/
https://yougov.com/en-gb/articles/52147-western-europeans-reluctant-to-develop-nuclear-arsenals

Together Alliance - March against the far right:
https://www.togetheralliance.org.uk/march   Park Lane central London. Saturday 28 March 2026. It was noted that there was coverage in the Guardian, Independant (and https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm2rn03ryz8o ) but not reported as an item on live national TV news channels.

Greenpeace:
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/greenpeace-complains-to-ico-over-crown-estate-burying-documents/
Graham Thompson March 3, 2026
Lawyers acting on behalf of Greenpeace UK have filed a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office alleging that the Crown Estate is illegally withholding information about profiteering from their monopoly on the UK’s seabed. 
  Last year, Greenpeace exposed the high option and leasing fees the Crown Estate is charging offshore wind farm developers[1], which slow down development and ultimately drive up energy bills. Greenpeace maintains that the Crown Estate Commissioners are required by the Crown Estate Act 1961 to exclude any element of monopoly value attributable to the Crown’s ownership of land when leasing the seabed for wind power.   This seems incompatible with the king's green credentials at:   p18-25,26 and p8,15  https://www.datocms-assets.com/136653/1751320624-ar-25-the-crown-estate-annual-report.pdf  
Note: https://action.greenpeace.org.uk/king-charles-stop-profiting     petition from Dec 2025, still accessible.

What's the Monarchy For?   Power, money and influence - the monarchy is at the heart of our national life. David Dimbleby takes a personal look at its role and its future in a changing world.   https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002n21k/whats-the-monarchy-for-series-1-episode-1
episode-1  We are told the monarch is politically neutral and would never influence the running of the country – but is that really true? How much power does the king or queen really have? And in a world where political leaders are continuingly under attack, what role is there for our unelected head of state? 
episode-2  David Dimbleby shines a light on the secrets of royal money, revealing how Charles became the first billionaire to take the throne. 
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