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Turning Concern into Action 

The Justice and Peace Group meets to pray, educate ourselves, and to raise awareness in the 

Parish so that we may all act on Catholic Social Teaching. You are welcome to join us. We 

meet online for now at 8pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month details from 01737 216128  
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Thank you for listening and responding to our appeal in the autumn for more active 

members to continue our befriending service and offering practical support for those in 

need and for the generosity in the September parish collection for our local SVP 

(£747.42), the Parish poor fund and other donations in response to the cost of living cri-

sis.  With these we have been able to respond with small scale financial assistance to 

those in need locally, especially in the lead up to Christmas.   

Supporting the foodbank at St Matthew’s through the parish’s contributions in our Yel-

low Buckets at the back of the churches continues.  There has been an increase of about 

20% in demand at the foodbank in recent weeks, so the increase in our food donations 

is greatly appreciated and needed.  See www.redhillfoodbank.org.uk for the list of on-

going essentials. 

Requests for help as well as new members are always welcome. Find us via the ‘SVP 

England and Wales’ website svp.org.uk or our local SVP by message on 0791 898 0330. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The film “THE LETTER”, based on Pope Francis’ letter to everyone in the world, was 

screened in the parish on 1 December.  It highlights the impact of climate change on our 

poor and marginalised sisters and brothers and calls for us to respond as a community 

as well as individuals.   

The film is a beginning not an end in itself, and we invite you to a follow up meeting on 

Thursday 26 January at 7.45pm in St Joseph’s Church hall.  If you were not able to 

come to the screening, please watch out for more screenings in the parish or access it 

on theletterfilm.org.  If you haven’t read “Laudato Si’ – Care for Our Common Home” 

– it is freely available on the Vatican website. 

Please also watch out for Deanery activities being developed by the Diocesan “Journey 

to 2030” team in 2023. 

https://www.redhillfoodbank.org.uk/
https://www.svp.org.uk/
https://www.theletterfilm.org/
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Our New Parish Charity aims to transform the 

lives of informal waste workers in Faridpur, 

Bangladesh by creating a market for plastic 

waste that currently has no commercial value. 

This project, directed by Practical Action, 

has several hugely advantageous effects: 

Bangladesh is facing a serious waste manage-

ment issue.  The population generates about 

800,000 tons of plastic waste per year, along 

with rubbish shipped to its shores from 

wealthier countries.  With frequent urban mi-

gration and ever-growing informal settle-

ments the mountains of rubbish are increas-

ing.  Local authorities do not have the money 

to provide adequate waste services.  The in-

formal waste workers are poorly paid, unrec-

ognised within society and subject to unhy-

gienic, dangerous conditions and discrimina-

tion. 

Without suitable disposal means, plastic 

waste blocks up drainage systems, thus pol-

luting neighbourhoods and creating health 

Let’s think about plastic waste  - our NEW Parish Charity 

risks.  As plastic is not biodegradable it finds 

its way into the river and eventually the Indian 

Ocean, where it is a significant threat to marine 

life.  

Practical Action is piloting and trialling a so-

cial, technical and business model for reduc-

ing plastic waste pollution in the local environ-

ment and the ocean, which will improve the 

lives and livelihoods of waste workers. It will 

ensure removal of plastic from the waterways 

while creating local employment and better 

incomes at each stage of the recycling pro-

cess. 

Besides supporting the residents of Faridpur 

we can play our own part in improving the en-

vironment and we hope that this project will 

stimulate us all to review and question our own 

use and disposal of plastic and other waste.  

For more about Practical Action and Managing 

Our Waste see here: 

 practicalaction.org/knowledge-centre 

 

We will be taking this project forward over 

the next two years and your thoughts and 

ideas will be welcome. 

 

https://practicalaction.org/knowledge-centre/
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Donate the Rebate 

What is the Energy Bill Support Scheme? 

Energy bills are rocketing to unprecedented 

levels and this winter will likely to leave mil-

lions more people in fuel poverty.  

In response to the unaffordable energy bills 

people across the country are now facing, the 

Government is giving every household a £400 

grant toward the cost of bills over six months.   

While the Government has also announced ad-

ditional support for vulnerable and low-

income households, for many, this simply isn’t 

enough and there needs to be more support 

for as many people as possible through this 

difficult winter. No one should have to suffer in 

a cold home.  

Donate your rebate?  

With every household in the country eligible 

for the £400 grant, many are asking those who 

feel they can manage without this grant to do-

nate it to provide crisis support to people in 

need.  

By making a donation, you will be supporting 

and helping the most vulnerable stay warm 

and safe at home.  

There are many local and national charities 

who are ready to help.  

 

 Action for Warm Homes 

 

Donations made to National Energy 

Action can be made here.  The Community 

Foundation Surrey is also ready to receive do-

nations here. However, you could donate your 

rebate to any charity supporting those in need.   

   

Gatwick Detainees Welfare 

Group 

Many of you who knew Jim Howley who died at 

New Year would have also 

known that he was a long term 

and dedicated visitor to the Im-

migration Removal Centres at 

Gatwick Airport. Jim’s kindness, 

his concern and his love of foot-

ball helped many of those held there to cope 

with their situation. He is a much missed mem-

ber of the team of volunteers who continue to 

make weekly visits to the centres to befriend 

and support the often bewildered men held in 

Brook House and Tinsley House next to the 

runway.  

GDWG is always looking for new volunteers as 

visitors or to support in the other ways. The 

Group was founded over 25 years ago and of-

fers a comprehensive training scheme for vol-

unteers. It is also possible to support the chari-

ty by becoming a ‘Friend’. The GDWG website 

is here.   

 

 

 

Refugee Tales, an outreach programme of 

GDWG, is an annual walk over 5 days in south-

ern England to take the stories of those who 

seek sanctuary in this country to towns and vil-

lages along the way. From the 8-12 July 2023 

the Walk will be from Three Bridges to Hay-

wards Heath, Burgess Hill, Preston Park, 

Shoreham and ending in Worthing. Join us 

and walk the whole five days or join for a day. 

There are evening events at every stop with 

Tales and music.  

Book to walk or join one of the evening events. 

Full details will be on the RT website in late 

January.   

https://www.nea.org.uk/donate/
https://www.cfsurrey.org.uk/give-to-your-community/winter_poverty_campaign/
https://www.gdwg.org.uk/
https://www.refugeetales.org/
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New Leaf Zero Waste is one 

of Reigate’s newest retail 

shops. It sells groceries, fresh 

produce, toiletries and gifts 

but with a twist – Everything is 

PLASTIC-FREE. New Leaf Rei-

gate is a local business started 

by two local people who wanted to make it easier 

for other locals to take their own steps to reduce 

their own plastic waste and their impact on the 

environment. 

Customers bring their own reusable containers or 

return containers (glass jars, Tupperware, and 

empty plastic bottles) and purchase the exact 

amount of the products they want or need – saving 

waste, eliminating plastic and saving money. 

New Leaf try to source as many of their products 

as possible from local suppliers whose production 

and distribution processes and sustainability are 

carefully considered before choosing to use them. 

“A small change in the way that we all shop can and 

is making a huge difference to our community’s im-

pact on the environment, global warming and the 

plastic pollution crisis we are facing.” 

facebook.com/newleafreigate 

New Leaf     

Zero Waste Shop Reigate 

 

There’s a lot going on at 

Renewed Hope and their 

work is needed more 

than ever.  

Drop-In is now the sup-

port hub they always 

wanted it to be with many 

partner agencies con-

necting with people who 

come to the Shrewsbury Rd Chapel. The homeless 

outreach service ESOS hold triage sessions here, 

SES Water come to check people are getting the 

discounts they are entitled to, the NHS have held 

health clinics and there is more planned. 

The demand for Renewed Hope has never been 

higher. About 50 people come to the Drop-In regu-

larly in each month. More and more, the guests are 

struggling with mental illness, addiction, financial 

difficulties.  RHT are currently putting resources 

into expanding Drop-In services further. They are 

planning a ‘rough sleeper’ morning service from 

9am-11am and they offered a Christmas Day meal 

again in 2022. 

In February 2022 a supported house for four previ-

ously homeless men was opened and they are giv-

en tailored support to prepare them for independ-

ent living. Renewed Hope’s long-term ambition 

remains to open a larger property for homeless 

men with higher needs – a gap in local provision 

identified by many agencies. This requires fund-

ing, expertise, not to mention a property in the 

right location. 

Reigate and Banstead Borough Council are pres-

ently finding there just aren’t enough beds to meet 

the needs of those homeless people presenting to 

them and has asked RHT to look into the possibility 

of opening an emergency winter night shelter. 

Look out for developments on their website. 

There are lots of opportunities to get involved. Get 

in touch with RHT if you can help during the day on 

weekdays and Saturday lunchtimes. Helpers are 

needed to support the guys in the supported house 

with cleaning and gardening. Please spread the 

word and if you would like find out more about 

fundraising, volunteering or anything else, please 

get in touch on info@renewedhope.org.uk or 

01737 886997. 

Renewed Hope  

Trust  

https://www.facebook.com/newleafreigate/
mailto:info@renewedhope.org.uk
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 . 

 

from the Columban newsletter “Vocations for Justice”. 
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Fix the Food System 

With East Africa facing its worst drought in over 40 years, the decades of 

inadequate action to address the climate crisis can no longer be ig-

nored.  CAFOD is urging the UK government to keep the promises it 

made at the COP26 climate talks  and support agricultural systems that 

tackle the climate crisis as well as putting local communities first. 

Our global food system is broken 

Climate change, the pandemic and the rising prices of food and agricultural products as a result of the 

Ukraine crisis, have together revealed the fragility of our current global food system. 

At a time of crisis these impacts are mostly felt in low-income countries, but they also have serious reper-

cussions at home, where earlier this year 9% of the UK population were experiencing food insecurity de-

spite living in the fifth-largest economy in the world. 

Clearly, our current global food system is not working for both people and planet. But together we can 

play our part in re-thinking it, and challenging the imbalance of power so that it works for everyone.  

Is there any good news? 

Yes - alternatives to the current food system already exist. Small farmers like Suchitra in Bangladesh are 

growing food in ways that provide a decent income for their families, help local economies and are good 

for the climate. "All the stuff we need is homemade now, like worm compost. We don’t use chemicals to 

kill insects on our plants anymore. When I take my stuff to the bazaar, even if I charge a bit more, people 

buy my goods first, because they know it is good and I use organic fertiliser.” 

Our food system can be transformed if more small farmers are better supported. But the UK government 

gives the majority of its support to big businesses. 

The UK government must implement its COP26 commitments and support agricultural systems that put 

local communities first and protect the planet.   

Farmers working together in Brazil 

Paraíba in Brazil has become known as a leading example of economically viable, environmentally friend-

ly farming.  

When coronavirus arrived in Paraíba, north-

east Brazil, customers stayed away from mar-

kets and tonnes of food was in danger of rot-

ting in the fields. But rather than see their pro-

duce go to waste, farmers joined with local 

Church groups, unions and social movements 

to organise the donation and distribution of 

fresh healthy produce for vulnerable families. 

As a result, farmers who might have gone un-

der have been able to find a market for their 

produce, and their organisations and commu-

nities have emerged with greater resilience. 

Look out for ways in which this parish can join 

the debate and support the Fix the Food Sys-

tem campaign 
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 ...and there is always something we can do to help 

mitigate climate heating   


