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A divine person with Jesus and the Father 

Before his Passover, Jesus announced the sending of "another Paraclete" (Advocate), the Holy Spirit. At work since creation, 

having previously "spoken through the prophets”, the Spirit will now be with and in the disciples, to teach them and guide them 

"into all the truth." The Holy Spirit is thus revealed as another divine person with Jesus and the Father. (243) 

 

The sending of the Spirit reveals the fullness of the mystery of the Trinity 

The eternal origin of the Holy Spirit is revealed in his mission in time. The Spirit is sent to the apostles and to the Church both by 

the Father in the name of the Son, and by the Son in person, once he had returned to the Father. The sending of the person of the 

Spirit after Jesus' glorification reveals in its fullness the mystery of the Holy Trinity. (244) 

 

“With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified” 

The apostolic faith concerning the Spirit was confessed by the second ecumenical council at Constantinople (381): "We believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father." By this confession, the Church recognises the Father as 

"the source and origin of the whole divinity."  

But the eternal origin of the Spirit is not unconnected with the Son's origin: "The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, is 

God, one and equal with the Father and the Son, of the same substance and also of the same nature... Yet he is not called the Spirit 

of the Father alone,... but the Spirit of both the Father and the Son." The Creed of the Church from the Council of Constantinople 

confesses: "With the Father and the Son, he is worshipped and glorified." (245) 

 

The Holy Spirit kindles faith in us 

"No one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except by the Holy Spirit." "God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abba!  

Father!'" (Gal 4;6) This knowledge of faith is possible only in the Holy Spirit: to be in touch with Christ, we must first have been 

touched by the Holy Spirit. He comes to meet us and kindles faith in us. By virtue of our Baptism, the first sacrament of the faith, 

the Holy Spirit in the Church communicates to us, intimately and personally, the life that originates in the Father and is offered to 

us in the Son. 

Baptism gives us the grace of new birth in God the Father, through his Son, in the Holy Spirit. For those who bear God's 

Spirit are led to the Word, that is, to the Son, and the Son presents them to the Father, and the Father confers 

incorruptibility on them. And it is impossible to see God's Son without the Spirit, and no one can approach the Father 

without the Son, for the knowledge of the  Father is the Son, and the knowledge of God's Son is obtained through the 

Holy Spirit. (St Irenaeus) (683) 

 

The Holy Spirit is the last of the persons of the Holy Trinity to be revealed 

Through his grace, the Holy Spirit is the first to awaken faith in us and to communicate to us the new life, which is to "know the 

Father and the one whom he has sent, Jesus Christ." But the Spirit is the last of the persons of the Holy Trinity to be revealed. St. 

Gregory of Nazianzus, the Theologian, explains this progression in terms of the pedagogy of divine "condescension": 

The Old Testament proclaimed the Father clearly, but the Son more obscurely. The New Testament revealed the Son, and gave us 

a glimpse of the divinity of the Spirit. Now the Spirit dwells among us and grants us a clearer vision of himself. It was not 

prudent, when the divinity of the Father had not yet been confessed, to proclaim the Son openly and, when the divinity of the Son 

was not yet admitted, to add the Holy Spirit as an extra burden, to speak somewhat daringly... By  advancing and progressing 

"from glory to glory," the light of the Trinity will shine in ever more brilliant rays. (684) 

 

THE MISSION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

The Holy Spirit is at work from the beginning to the end of the plan of salvation 

The Holy Spirit is at work with the Father and the Son from the beginning to the completion of the plan for our salvation. But in 

these "end times," ushered in by the Son's redeeming Incarnation, the Spirit is revealed and given, recognised and welcomed as a 

person. Now can this divine plan, accomplished in Christ, the firstborn and head of the new creation, be embodied in mankind by 

the outpouring of the Spirit: as the Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. (686) 

 

The Spirit does not speak of himself 

"No one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God." Now God's Spirit, who reveals God, makes known to us 

Christ, his Word, his living Utterance, but the Spirit does not speak of himself. The Spirit who "has spoken through the prophets" 
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makes us hear the Father's Word, but we do not hear the Spirit himself. We know him only in the movement by which he reveals 

the Word to us and disposes us to welcome him in faith. The Spirit of truth who "unveils" Christ to us "will not speak on his own." 

Such properly divine self-effacement explains why "the world cannot receive [him], because it neither sees him nor knows him," 

while those who believe in Christ know the Spirit because he dwells with them. (687) 

 

The Church is the place where we know the Holy Spirit 

The Church, a communion living in the faith of the apostles which she transmits, is the place where we know the Holy Spirit: 

→ in the Scriptures he inspired; 

→ in the Tradition, to which the Church Fathers are always timely witnesses; 

→ in the Church's Magisterium, which he assists; 

→ in the sacramental liturgy, through its words and symbols, in which the Holy Spirit puts us into communion with Christ; 

→ in prayer, wherein he intercedes for us; 

→ in the charisms and ministries by which the Church is built up; 

→ in the signs of apostolic and missionary life; 

→ in the witness of saints through whom he manifests his holiness and continues the work of salvation. (688) 

 

The joint mission of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

The One whom the Father has sent into our hearts, the Spirit of his Son, is truly God. Consubstantial with the Father and the Son, 

the Spirit is inseparable from them, in both the inner life of the Trinity and his gift of love for the world. In adoring  the Holy 

Trinity,  life-giving,  consubstantial and indivisible,  the  Church's  

faith also professes the distinction of persons. When the Father sends his Word, he always sends his Breath. In their joint mission, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit are distinct but inseparable. To be sure, it is Christ who is seen, the visible image of the invisible God, 

but it is the Spirit who reveals him. (689) 

 

Jesus is Christ, “anointed”, because the Holy Spirit is his anointing 

Jesus is Christ, "anointed," because the Spirit is his anointing, and everything that occurs from the Incarnation on derives from this 

fullness. When Christ is finally glorified, he can in turn send the Spirit from his place with the Father to those who believe in him: 

he communicates to them his glory, that is, the Holy Spirit who glorifies him. From that time on, this joint mission will be 

manifested in the children adopted by the Father in the Body of his Son: the mission of the Spirit of adoption is to unite them to 

Christ and make them live in him:  

The notion of anointing suggests... that there is no distance between the Son and the Spirit. Indeed, just as between the 

surface of the body and the anointing with oil neither reason nor sensation recognises any intermediary, so the contact of 

the Son with the Spirit is immediate, so that anyone who would make contact with the Son by faith must first encounter 

the oil by contact. In fact there is  no part that is not covered by the Holy Spirit. That is why the confession of the Son's 

Lordship is made in the Holy Spirit by those who receive him, the Spirit coming from all sides to those who approach the 

Son in faith. (St Gregory of Nyssa) (690) 

IN BRIEF 

• The mission of the Holy Spirit, sent by the Father in the name of the Son (Jn 14:26) and by the Son "from the 

Father" (Jn 15:26), reveals that, with them, the Spirit is one and the same God. "With the Father and the Son he is 

worshipped and glorified" (Nicene Creed).  (263) 

• "The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father as the first principle and, by the eternal gift of this to the Son, from the 

communion of both the Father and the Son" (St. Augustine).  (264) 

• "Because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abba! Father!'" (Gal 4:6). (742) 

From the beginning to the end of time, whenever God sends his Son, he always sends his Spirit: their mission is conjoined 

and inseparable. (743 

 

 

 


